Five natural disasters that shook Romania
The 1977 earthquake, the severe drought of the mid-1940s and the floods of 1970 were
among the most devastating natural phenomena in Romania's history. Here is their story.
Black Friday 1977 Romania's most destructive earthquake of the last century occurred on
Friday evening, 4 March 1977, at 21:22. The epicentre of the earthquake was located in the
Vrancea area, about 100 kilometres below the surface, and the shock wave was felt throughout
the Balkans. The earthquake had a magnitude of more than 7.2 on the Richter scale, with a
combined vertical and horizontal motion, and lasted about 55 seconds. It killed 1,578 people,
including 1,424 in Bucharest and 11,300 injured in the affected areas. In the capital, not only the
collapses, but also panic claimed many victims: people died of fear, jumping from floors or
running down the stairs of buildings that broke. Nearly 35,000 homes were damaged and
collapsed in the quake, with the worst damage in Bucharest, where more than 33 buildings and
large blocks collapsed and more than 130 others were badly damaged. Actor Toma Caragiu died
in Bucharest in the 1977 earthquake.

The floods of the 1970s The most devastating floods in Romania in the last century occurred in
the spring of 1970 and affected more than 1,500 localities in Romania and over a million hectares
of land. The floods were caused by the sudden melting of the snow and dozens of hours of heavy,
uninterrupted rain in May, which increased the flow of the country's major rivers. The Someș,
Târnavele and Mureș rivers burst their banks and caused heavy damage in Translvania, with Satu
Mare, Maramureș, Alba, Bihor, Sibiu, Hunedoara and Bistrița Năsăud counties being the worst
affected. On 14 May 1970, overflowing waters of the Someș river covered almost half of Satu
Mare after a dam near the town broke. Fifty-six people and more than 20,000 animals died and
the economic damage was enormous. The drought that brought the famine trains

In the early years after World War II, Romania faced the most severe drought in its history.
The agricultural year 1945-1946 was considered the driest year of the 20th century, and the lack
of summer rainfall had disastrous consequences. Crops in the kingdoms of Wallachia and
Moldavia were totally compromised and a large part of the population suffered from famine and
prolonged food shortages. From the summer of 1946, the first cases of starvation deaths,
particularly among children, began to be reported. The economic damage caused by the drought
was compounded by the disastrous consequences of the war and the compensation paid to the
Soviets. "We start this year under very sad auspices. The drought, the government's
unpredictability, the Russians' prevailing on account of the armistice and the consumption of the
occupying Russian armies have brought famine to the country. In Moldova in particular, there
are daily reports of people dying of hunger..

The lack of food in the whole country (general hunger) has never been known in this form
in Romania", wrote General Constantin Sănătescu in his diary in January 1947. From the winter
of 1946/1947, crowds of people from the drought-stricken eastern regions began their exodus
to the counties of Oltenia and the west of the country in what were to be called "hunger trains".

The Great Blizzard of 1954 In 1954, Romanians faced one of the most severe winters in
the country's history. At the beginning of February, a powerful Mediterranean cyclone hit several
regions in the south of the country with wind speeds of almost 130 kilometres per hour. In the
capital area, more than 115 litres of snow were deposited per square metre in 24 hours and
temperatures dropped to minus 25 degrees Celsius. People dug tunnels to get out of their homes.
In Calarasi, the snow cover reached almost two metres and the snowdrifts were more than five
metres high. The army stepped in to clear transport lines, and the military's snowploughs pushed
their way through the snow, crushing cars buried under the snow.

The avalanche that killed 23 people The most devastating avalanche in Romanian history
occurred on 17 April 1977, at Bâlea Lac, after three days of heavy snowfall in the Făgăraș
Mountains, accompanied by strong winds. The avalanche at Bîlea Lac caused 23 victims: 7 adults
and 16 children from the German "Brukenthal" high school in Sibiu, who were at camp in the
mountains. "According to eyewitness accounts, in the two days before the avalanche, it was
impossible to leave the hut because of the bad weather. On 17 April it was snowing lightly at
Bâlea-Lac, the visibility was good, but the strong wind persisted and accentuated the cold
sensation. The avalanche took place until midday on a north-facing slope with a gradient of more
than 450. Skiers caused a crack in the surface slab, which slid over the frozen layer below and
triggered the avalanche, which also dragged down part of the old layer," the National
Meteorological Administration said. 23 people disappeared under the snow and none of those
caught in the avalanche survived.
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